Young But Old
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e Limited growth and short stature. 4 ii}

Hutchinson-Gilford Progeria Syndrome also known as

"Benjamin Button disease" is an extremely rare genetic *Lack of body fat and muscle.

disorder affecting around 1 in every 4 million children.(1) It is *Loss of hair, including eyelashes and eyebrows.

caused by LMNA gene mutations and expression of “progerin” e Early signs of skin aging, including thin skin.

protein that causes cellular and organismal decline.(3)

eVisible veins.

symptoms resembling aspects of aging are manifested at a _
e Narrow, wrinkled, or shrunken face.
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very early age. Progeria is one of several progeroid
*A head that is large compared with the body.
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syndromes.(1)
* A small jaw bone.
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*Slow and abnormal tooth development.
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eLimited range of motion and possible hip dislocation.
In children with progeria, genetic factors increase the risk of
developing progressive heart disease from an early age
Children with progeria commonly experience cardiovascular
events, such as hypertension, or high blood pressure, stroke,

angina, an enlarged heart, and heart failure. These conditions

Noraml shaped nucleus | Abnormal shaped nucleus 3 are linked to aging.“)
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eyelashes

Beak-shaped
nose

Shurnken chin
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Narrowing of
coranary
arteries
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Narrow chest
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Swollen and
stiff joints
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Age spots
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Progeria is a rare genetic condition. Most children with

progeria have a mutation on the gene that encodes for

®* Progeria refers to a genetic condition in which a child ages

lamina.” The lamina is a filamentous meshwork beneath the _
rapidly

inner nuclear membrane that confers mechanical stability to
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nuclei. The defective protein is thought to affect the lamin Its due to a mutation on the gene that encodes for lamin A

filament assembly and make the nucleus unstable.” A newborn ® The disease can lead to fatal heart complications and a

with progeria looks healthy, but by the age of between 10 heightened risk of stroke Progeria is incurable, but symptoms

months and 24 months, features of accelerated aging start to can be managed.

appear. Progeria is incurable. But a drug called lonafarnib can

extend the average 14 year life expectancy by 1.6 years."
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