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Medical education is a crucial aspect of health care, and it is
essential to ensure that medical graduates from different
universities in Libya possess the necessary knowledge and
skills to provide quality health care services.1

Libya has various specialized medical colleges offering
education in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, medical tech-
nology, and nursing. Each medical specialization has a
distinct role in providing appropriate medical services,
and each requires its own set of National Academic Refer-
ence Standards (NARS). These NARS should outline specific
requirements for courses, credit hours, practical training,
and other criteria that must be met for successful comple-
tion of the medical program. NARS thus provides a frame-
work that establishes the minimum knowledge and skills
that medical students must possess to graduate from
medical school. By doing so, these standards ensure that
all medical students receive a consistent and high-quality
education, regardless of the university they attend. More-
over, NARS help to ensure that medical graduates are

competent and capable of providing quality healthcare
services, which is particularly critical in the healthcare
sector where errors can have severe consequences for
patients.

Furthermore, NARS provide benchmarks or standards for
evaluating the quality of medical education. They enable
universities and accreditation institutions to assess the
offered programs and identify areas of weaknesses and
ways for improvement.2 This leads to continuous improve-
ment in the quality of medical education, which ultimately
benefits patients. Additionally, NARSs help to maintain the
integrity and reputation of the medical profession, which
enhances public trust in the health care system.

In conclusion, establishing NARS in medical education in
Libya is crucial for ensuring that medical graduates possess
the necessary knowledge and skills to provide quality health-
care services. This will improve the quality of healthcare
services, maintain the integrity of the medical profession,
and ultimately benefit patients.
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